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WHO AM I? 

Hello World!  

I am Shaytee Gadson, author of the book that 

is a best seller that you don’t yet know is a 

best seller.  Hallelujah! In Hollywood: A True 

Hollywood Story will make you laugh, squirm 

and cry! Beyond that, this memoir and        

narrative non-fiction will bring you hope and 

healing.  

 

WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO ME? 

I love making people feel good. I love helping 

people find their BEST selves.  I want to help 

people realize their dreams.  As a devoted and 

loving father of two beautiful daughters and a 

caring son to both of my parents, it is without a 

doubt that family is a significant part of my life. 

I am also an advocate for women with breast 

cancer-having seen the ravages of cancer in 

my own family and watching my mother’s de-

sire to heal and eradicate people’s suffering 

with the creation of her Hallelujah! Oil. 



 
Who is SHAYTEE GADSON? 

Contact Info:  gadsonshaytee@aol.com 

www.hallelujahinhollywood.com 

SHORT BIO 

Being an offspring of what he calls “organized dysfunction,” Shaytee Gadson felt the strong urgen-

cy to write a memoir, Hallelujah! In Hollywood: A True Hollywood Story, that would chronicle the 

story of his family. A native of Hollywood, South Carolina, he is a 1995 honor’s graduate of Baptist 

Hill High School. His pursuit of higher education took him to The College of Charleston 

(Charleston, SC) and Morris College (Sumpter, SC) studying political science at both institutions. 

Shaytee is the second son and youngest child born to the Honorable Herbert Gadson and 

“Missionary” Linda Gadson. 

MEDIUM BIO 

Native son of Hollywood, South Carolina, Shaytee Gadson, offers hope and healing in his memoir, Hallelujah! In Hollywood: 

A True Hollywood Story, that he shares about his immediate family.  Gadson is the youngest son of some trailblazing, histo-

ry-makers, which make his story even more captivating. His father is the first African American mayor of Hollywood and a 

1968 survivor of the Orangeburg Massacre. Over five decades later, the bullet administered to him by the South Carolina 

State Police, is still lodged in his hip. His mother is the first African American female graduate of The College of Charleston 

and the creator of the Hallelujah! Oil, a natural product that has stopped breast cancer dead in it’s tracks and provides rel ief 

for pain. Gadson’s life becomes literally an open book as he shares unbelievable stories of heart-wrenching tragedies sur-

rounding his political family and the personal effects it had on his life as a son, a father, and a brother. 

LONG BIO 

Unadulterated. Uncensored. Audacious. Authentic. Shaytee Gadson, native of Hollywood, South Carolina, near Charleston, 

is an African American author, entrepreneur and motivational speaker. He attended The College of Charleston and Morris 

College to study political science.  

An expert in history-telling, Shaytee speaks to audiences on the topics of relationships, sex, spirituality, addiction, and poli-

tics. He is both raw and real. The memoir, Hallelujah! In Hollywood: A True Hollywood Story, which also has a strong narra-

tive non-fiction element, is his family’s life story, from his point of view and the tale of redemptive power of prayer and love. 

Having endured his own ups and downs of life, Shaytee is clear that he is grounded in a strong faith, a praying mother, a 

lesson-teaching father, and all the trappings of what makes a family a team of village-people trying to get home.  He is the 

single father of two amazing daughters, Quati Lenay and Qynn Leshay. Shaytee describes his daughters as two gifts from 

God. 

Shaytee is a staunch advocate for women with breast cancer. This servant-leader also spearheads the Hollywood Heals 

Homes Project, a summer community service project dedicated to repairing and renovating homes for indigent residents of 

his hometown. He is member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.  
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Contact Info: gadsonshaytee@aol.com 

www.hallelujahinhollywood.com 

It’s hard to believe that one family can endure so much and still survive.  But, that’s 

exactly what the Gadson family did amidst their life in Hollywood.  It’s not the Hollywood one 

might think, but it certainly has all the same characteristics - plots, drugs, politics, sex, characters 

and yes, even the press and unwanted attention. Welcome to Hollywood, South Carolina, a far-

from-quaint little town with a larger than life name. 

 

Hallelujah! In Hollywood: A True Hollywood Story is Shaytee Gadson’s 

transparent and unadulterated edict of the life and times of his kindred – most specifically his 

mother, father, sister, and brother.  He found himself in the middle of a circle, with a mother who 

was the first African-American woman to graduate from The College of Charleston- the oldest col-

lege in the South- who has dedicated her life to the liberation of the marginalized yet suffered two 

nervous breakdowns. Shaytee's father is a survivor of the Orangeburg Massacre- the first school 

shooting in American history, to occur on a college campus- which touched off at South Carolina 

State College, on February 8, 1968. His dad was also the first African-American mayor of Holly-

wood, SC, but has had an almost lifelong battle with alcoholism. His older sister, Telley, is consid-

ered a pastoral pacesetter in the United Methodist Church and in ecumenical settings; yet, she 

has fought the good fight, with obesity and self-image since childhood. Shaytee's older brother, 

Reggie, was blessed with the creative gift of culinary arts, street etiquette and courage, yet has 

been a sojourner of drug addiction since his teenage years. Shaytee dealt with the pain of his fa-

ther's many very public scandals, pain and sin that engulfed him growing up, by telling his story. 

He chose to celebrate, the grace and mercy of God, in the midst of his story! 

 

Gadson’s recollection of his younger days captures your heart as he paints an uncom-

fortable picture of a young boy’s quest to understand the adulterous relationships, politics and sin 

that surround him.  Even though selfish addiction demons penetrate this Hollywood family, some-

how Gadson manages to make a better life for him and his daughters.  His father ends up being 

banned from his own hometown, by a judge. This was the first time in American history that a 

judge had ever banned an elected official from the place he was elected to serve. His mother 

cheats the face of death more than once and Gadson himself shares what it feels like to have 

loved and lost - all while the power of his mother’s prayers saves him and his family. 

 

Hallelujah! In Hollywood: A True Hollywood Story is a realistic          

human journey from sin to salvation.  



 
What are people saying about Hallelujah! In Hollywood? 

Contact Info: gadsonshaytee@aol.com 

www.hallelujahinhollywood.com 

 

 

 

Oscar Award Winning Actress, SUSAN 

SARANDON’S endorsement of Hallelujah! 

in Hollywood: A True Hollywood Story: 

“Your story is amazing, inspiring and needs 

to be heard in this incredibly divisive time. I 

believe that when everything cracks, that’s 

when the light comes in and your book may 

be that light.” -Susan Sarandon 

 

 

 

“#SupportNewAuthors! Hallelujah! In Holly-

wood: A True Hollywood Story by 

@TrueHollywoodSC. Available here: hallelu-

jahinhollywood.com.” -Brad Meltzer 

Brad Meltzer is the host of The History Chan-

nel’s DeCoded. 

Shaytee- 

“It [your book] looks great and reads great, and it’s 

awesome to see that you drove this dream of 

yours through, all the way to the finish line. Con-

grats! Best wishes.” -Gary Smith 

Gary Smith has been named the 7-time National 

Sportswriter of the Year by the Associated Press. 

He is highly regarded as the best Sports Writer in 

history. He is the retired Senior Writer for Sports 

Illustrated. His Sports Illustrated article entitled, 

“Radio”, was optioned into 2003 blockbuster movie 

of the same name starring Cuba Gooding, Jr.  

 

“In my own way, I am observing Black History 

Month by reading this book, the true story of the 

first black mayor of small southern town. Not a rou-

tine feel good poor to power and good deeds story, 

the Gadson family history is violent and harsh, 

tempered by faith and resiliency. The daily costs of 

our collective history are many, and we have the 

power to heal these and the many other traumas 

that have brought us from hungry and cold to hav-

ing a wealth of choices in how to be warm and well 

fed. Thanks to Shaytee for sharing his family’s 

journey.” - Patrick Gregston 

Patrick Gregston has produced some of the big-

gest movies of the past twenty-five years. His pro-

duction credits include the following movies: Bat-

man & Robin, The Road to Perdition, Moulin 

Rouge, The Truman Show, Braveheart, 101 Dal-

mations and The Devil’s Own. 
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SHAYTEE GADSON is available for speaking  engagements and appearances on 

the following topics:  relationships, sex, spirituality, addiction and politics.  

For booking information, visit http://www.hallelujahinhollywood.com/media-

speaking-opportunities/ 


